
- - 
;’Ill November 11 ,  2015 

T h o m a s  Chenal, Chair 
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Commit tee  
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1 2 0 0  W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, A2 85007 

RECEIVED 

2015 #OV 12 P k 

Ai! CORP COMMtSSION 
DOCKET CONTROL 

RE: Oppose SunZia, Docket L-OOOOOW-15-0318-00171 

Dear Mr. Chenal: 

I am writing to express my opposition to  the proposed SunZia Transmission Project and to urge you to 
deny approval of a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for this proposal. SunZia would 
cause irreparable harm t o  Arizona’s wild lands, wildlife, cultural sites, and more. It i s  unnecessary and 
harmful and should not get a CEC. 

The transmission corridor would pass through lands that have been the focus of major federal, state, 
and corporate conservation efforts for more than four decades. The project would negate these 
efforts, resulting in substantial amounts of wasted time, money, and effort. Arizona’s wildlife, public 
lands, scenic values, and more would be harmed, including the Lower San Pedro River Valley, a major 
flyway for migratory birds and a home to  a diversity of wildlife. 

A large linear facility such as SunZia will undoubtedly lead to more roads that are open to motorized 
use regardless if efforfs are made to limit access. Cultural resources, particularly archaeological 
features, are often put a t  greater risk from increased ease of public access. Similarly, increases in 
motorized access can disrupt ongoing agricultural operations, causing intentional and unintentional 
vanda I i sm . 

Contrary to the proponents’ arguments, SunZia is not needed to  facilitate renewable energy in 
Arizona. Arizona’s solar capacity exceeds the state’s power requirements by more than 300 times and 
plans to export that energy, not import more. California has nearly met i t s  33% Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) with mostly i t s  own resources and can easily meet a 50% RPS with those resources if 
approved. SunZia will NOT increase the use of renewable energy in the western US., merely displace 
i t s  development away from where it might otherwise occur, and then only potentially. 

Please reject a CED for SunZia - it is unnecessary and harrnfui to  invaluable environmental resources 
in the Lower San Pedro River Valley. 

Thank you for considering my comments. 
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